
A Comparative Table of the Affects
1650-1752

Quantz (1752)

Bright, brilliant, festive; suitable for 
flute brilliance

Tender, plaintive, highly expressive 
on flute

Clear, natural, bright; comfortable on 
flute

Serious, noble; effective on flute

  Radiant/joyful/brilliant   Peaceful/noble/serene   Reflective/tender (base)   Tragic/harsh/dark   No data (—)

G Major

C Major

C Minor

D Major

Key

D Minor

E♭ Major

E Major

E Minor

F Major

F Minor

F♯ Minor

Mattheson (1739)

Joyful, bold, pure

Sad, tender, gentle mourning

Warlike, heroic, bold

Serious, devout, grave

G Minor

A Major

A Minor

B♭ Major

B Minor Harsh, anguished, despairing

Pathetic, noble melancholy

Harsh, exalted, intense

Grieving, tender melancholy

Peaceful, pastoral

Deep anguish, tragic solemnity

Sad, troubled, very burdensome

Pleasant, brilliant, persuasive

Noble sadness, graceful melancholy

Resolute, confident

Calm, serious, moral gravity

Majestic, moderate joy

Dark, tragic

Charpentier (c.1690s) Kircher (1650) Heinichen (1728)

Bright, rejoicing

Soft melancholy

Triumphant, brilliant

Solemn, devout

Noble sadness

Piercing, intense

Gentle sorrow

Rustic, simple, natural

Modest sadness

Sweet, happy

Tender melancholy

Noble, radiant

Serious, reflective

Dark, mysterious Mystical suffering, weight

Regal, ceremonial

Restrained sadness

Assertive, bright

Joyous, majestic

Joyful, clear

Despair, obscurity

Pastoral beauty

Reflective sadness

Sharp tension (mode→key 
adaptation)

Festive, radiant

Noble sorrow

Assertive brilliance

Religious gravity

Noble, warm, lamenting
Ceremonial gravitas (mode→key 

adaptation)

Devotion, awe

Martial association

Gravity, seriousness

Clarity, order

Majestic clarity

Intellectual depth

Ceremonial warmth

Tragic despair

Spiritual unrest

Melancholic grace

Bucolic, serene

Tragic intensity

Rare, associated with expressive 
difficulty

Poetic nostalgia

Bright optimism


